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

































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

 

Office: 404 298-3232 
Mobile: 404-790-0771 

Email: Sanor.Remodeling@gmail.com 










Insured and licensed in DeKalb County 

Don’t trust just anyone to 
work on your house — 
references available. 

Please call or email if you 
would like to get an 

estimate. 




















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NOTES FROM CITY HALL 

%www.pinelakega.com  %%%%%%% 

 RECENT COUNCIL ACTIONS 
Highlights from May 25, June 14 and July 
12, 2010 Council meetings (June 29 session 
cancelled for lack of quorum): 

• Approved annexation of three properties: 
awaiting approval from the Department of 
Justice 

• Extended an ordinance establishing a 
temporary moratorium (until September 30) 
on applications and permits in recently an-
nexed areas 

• Approved a millage rate increase (see below) 

• Reviewed the official Request for Proposals for the Club-
house renovations and authorized Bitsy Pitts to proceed 

• Clarified the fees charged for curbside pickup of house-
hold debris (see below) 

• Passed a resolution honoring Ann McAllister (see article, 
September issue of PLAINTalk) 

• Approved a Capital Improvements Budget for the  
Western Wetlands 

• Approved a Special Use Permit to facilitate the offering 
of public classes and workshops in city facilities 

• Approved the sale of equipment and vehicles as surplus  
property (bids can be made at www.ebay.com). 
 

Streamlining Public Works  
Put your trash (household items, lawn debris in proper con-
tainers, etc.) on the curb on MONDAYS and TUESDAYS for 
pick-up. Public Works is picking up items only at the begin-
ning of the week (pending holidays and weather). Citizen 
David Brachman drove around the City with Public Works 
employees a couple of weeks ago and made some observa-
tions as an efficiency expert. Brachman suggested several 
actions: this is the simplest and will make an immediate dif-
ference!  We’ve asked you before, we’re asking again: please 
put out items for collection only on Mondays and Tuesdays.  
 

“Whattya mean you won’t dispose of my old washer for 
free?” 
You will be charged for anything you leave on the curbside 
for Public Works to remove, other than leaves and other nor-
mal lawn debris. Pick up for limbs and household items is 
calculated roughly on the volume of the items, at $20 per cu-
bic to defray the costs of the dumpster ($375 per load). A 
Public Works employee visually estimates the volume -- a 
small refrigerator is about 2 cubic yards.  This is admittedly a 
subjective method – if you believe you have been charged 
unfairly, please contact City Hall – we can work it out. 
  

Millage Rate Increase  
Following three public hearings (with a total of 20 people 
attending two), the Council approved a rate of 17.1 cents per 
thousand (up from 14.3). For a Pine Lake home assessed at 

$150,000, the increase, based on 40% of the 
value, would be approximately $168 a year, or  
$14/month. The actual equation is much more 
complex as homesteaders get a $10K reduc-
tion of their property value even though the 
state no longer reimburses the city for it. (Due 
to the unfortunate decline in assessed value, 
some home owners will see no net change in 
their tax  payments.) Council took this step 
reluctantly, but with the belief that it was in 

the best long-term interest of the City. “We appreciate the 
folks who took the time to come out and have their opinions 
heard. It’s an unpopular move, but a necessary one, in our 
collective opinion.  Even if we had been able to cut enough 
from the budget so that the rate increase was not needed, the 
increase may eliminate the need for taking an annual tax-
anticipation loan for operations.” Not having to use a loan for 
cash flow will save the city approximately $10K in interest 
and fees annually, will save us the time and stress needed to 
engage in a loan, and will  improve our credit rating. 
 

Town Hall on Saturday, August 7, 11am 
Lots to talk about – the effort to control dangerous stray dogs, 
the proposed Mercy Senior Housing project, a  
proposed process for reviewing and revising our City’s Char-
ter, in preparation for changes to be given to the State Legis-
lature in January 2011. Come on out! 
 

 “Way to go, Pine Lake!” 
The 2010 Spring Fling Clean-Up, held in May, was organized 
by Faye Ridling, Matt Pulsts, and Councilmember Greg 
Creech.  Volunteers successfully pruned the shrubs along the 
inner berms, trimmed trees throughout the city and accom-
plished other smaller clean-up tasks. Nearly $10,000 of in-
kind labor was recorded, with over 96 person hours.  
 

Police Quick Fact 
The Department of Transportation estimates that 21,000 cars 
and trucks rumble through Pine Lake on Rockbridge Road 
every day.  Pine Lake PD made a total of 176 traffic stops in 
the month of May and 210 in June – about 80% of stops were 
made outside the residential area.  
 

Lake Dredging One Step Closer? 
On July 12, the Council authorized Phil Howland to submit 
an application to the GA Environmental Finance Authority 
(GEFA) for $1.5MM loan.  Half this amount is forgivable 
and 8/9 of the remaining half will be covered by DeKalb 
County in an agreement already signed. Pine Lake will be 
responsible for the remaining $90,000, payable at 2% inter-
est over 20 years. If the application is successful, Council 
will need to take official action to accept the grant. 
 

 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

CITY HALL HOURS 
M – F 8:30 am – 4:30 pm 
Phone: (404) 292-4250 

Fax: (404) 292-4859 
Court Clerk 

M & F 10 am – 5 p.m. 
T, W & Th 7:30 am – 4:30 pm 

Police—Emergency 911 
Phone: (404) 296-6613  

Fax: (404) 292-7531 
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








































































 
























(Continued on page 6) 

Is your car registered in Pine Lake….are you sure? 
We’ve long suspected that the number of cars registered in 
Pine Lake was low – sometimes people deliberately (and 
fraudulently) claim residence elsewhere for lower taxes, but 
it’s also true that clerical mistakes are abundant --  When 
Mayor Zarus checked his own address, he saw that only one 
of his households’ three vehicles was listed!  This costs the 
city lost revenue – your money goes to DeKalb County, not 
Pine Lake!  If you’d like to check to make sure that your  

vehicle is listed property, come check the spreadsheet of 
street addresses at City Hall.  The city can make a call to get 
the registration properly assigned, bringing more revenue to 
the city, with no impact on your taxes. 
 

New Rule on the Beach! 
City Council approved an additional beach rule at Council 
meeting the end of July, to address safety concerns. Effective 
immediately, if children six years old or younger are IN the 
water, then an adult must be IN the water with them. Thank 
you for helping to make the beach safe for everyone. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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











































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


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